
 

This Black History Month, we shine a light on the

monumental contributions of African American leaders in

medicine and public health. Their groundbreaking work

has not only saved lives but also paved the way for

healthier, more equitable communities.

Trailblazers Who Changed the Face of Medicine

Charles Richard Drew: Revolutionized our

understanding of blood plasma, laying the foundation

for modern blood banks. 

Daniel Hale Williams; Performed the world’s first

successful open-heart surgery in 1893 and founded

the first Black-owned hospital.

Henrietta Lacks: Her immortal HeLa cells

revolutionized medical research, advancing cancer

treatment, vaccine development, and drug testing. 

Otis Boykin: Invented the control unit for the life-

saving pacemaker, providing a lifeline for patients

with heart conditions. 

These pioneers remind us of the power of innovation,

perseverance, and advocacy. As we celebrate their

contributions, let’s recommit ourselves to building a

healthier and more equitable future for all.

Take Action

Learn more about these leaders and share their

stories.

Advocate for policies that prioritize community

health.

Together, we can honor their legacy and continue to

make strides toward a healthier tomorrow.
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